


Minutes July 14, 2000 - Continued 

Deputy Police Chief Gust "This is Officer Knezek's project. We are proposing to use the 1998 
and 1999 Local Law Enforcement Block Grant fund provided to us by the Federal government to 
purchase the in-car computers. We held some of the money from the 1998 grant so we would be 
able to buy these computers you are about to see. With that I would like to turn it over to Officer 
Knezek, who is in charge of our research and development and has done a lot of work on this 
project." 

Police Lt. Dave Knezek presented an in-depth report on the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 
fund proposed Mobile Data Computer System purchase. Due to the length of Officer Knezek's 
presentation the entire text of his speech is on file in the official Public Hearing Minute book in 
the City Clerk's office. 

Council Chairwoman Horvath asked the audience if there were any questions or comments. 

Councilwoman Blackburn "What is the life expectancy of the unit?" 

Officer Knezek "On the keyboards and that, I'm not really too sure, a lot of it will have to do 
with use and abuse. The nice thing is the keyboard itself is replaceable it's not like you have to 
replace the entire unit." 

Councilwoman Van Houten "Is there any kind of printer capability in the car where, like you 
said they might be able to do something with the tickets in the future." 

Officer Knezek"There are printer cords on the back of the units." 

Councilwoman Van Houten "Am I right that the monitor will be permanently mounted in the 
car?" 

Officer Knezek "Yes, actually the docking station is mounted in the car. The radio will be 
underneath then there is the docking station that the monitor is actually mounted to, you can flip 
it down, flip it up and the keyboard locks into the docking station." 

Councilwoman Van Houten "Are the installation costs figured in?" 

Officer Knezek "The installation costs are included yes." 

Council Chairwoman Horvath asked the audience if there were any questions or comments. 

Donald Plichta, 26504 Doxtator, "Who's going to pay for it?" 

Officer Knezek "The bulk of it is going to be paid for with block grant funds which are federal 
dollars which are allocated to police agencies. These funds have already been allocated to our 
budget." 

Mr. Plichta "So you are actually asking for more money now?" 

Various Council members responded "No." 

Mr. Plichta "Prices go up, I don't care what anybody says. If you say you can get a computer 
for $50 today two days later its $100 that's the same way your prices are going to go up?" 

Officer Knezek "Actually computers have come down in price, just like VCR's. When VCR's 
first came out you could pay $1000 and now you can buy one for $100. Same thing with 
computers, when they first came out you could spend thousands of dollars for a mediocre 
computer now you can buy one for $400 or $500." 
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